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General Marking Guidance  
   

 All candidates m ust  receive the sam e t reatm ent . Exam iners m ust  

m ark the first  candidate in exact ly the sam e way as they m ark the 

last .  

 

 Mark schem es should be applied posit ively. Candidates m ust  be 

rewarded for what  they have shown they can do rather than penalised 

for om issions.  

 

 Exam iners should m ark according to the m ark schem e not  according 

to their  percept ion of where the grade boundaries m ay lie.  

 

 There is no ceiling on achievem ent . All m arks on the m ark schem e 

should be used appropriately.  

 

 All the m arks on the m ark schem e are designed to be awarded.  

Exam iners should always award full m arks if deserved, i.e. if the 

answer m atches the m ark schem e. Exam iners should also be 

prepared to award zero m arks if the candidate’s response is not  

worthy of credit  according to the m ark schem e.  

 

 Where som e judgem ent  is required, m ark schem es will provide the 

pr inciples by which m arks will be awarded and exem plificat ion m ay 

be lim ited.  

 

 When exam iners are in doubt  regarding the applicat ion of the m ark 

schem e to a candidate’s response, the team  leader m ust  be 

consulted.  

 

 Crossed out  work should be m arked UNLESS the candidate has 

replaced it  with an alternat ive response.  



 

  

Qu est ion  1   

 

Read in g   

AO2 :   

All students will be required to dem onst rate an abilit y to:   

( i)  read and understand texts with insight  and engagem ent   

( ii)  develop and sustain interpretat ion of writers’ ideas and perspect ives  

( iii)  understand and m ake som e evaluat ion of how writers use linguist ic and 

st ructural devices to achieve their  effects.  

  

Qu est ion  

n u m b er   
I n d icat iv e con t en t   Mar k  

1   A relevant  answer will focus on:   
• evaluat ing how the writer conveys a sense of place in the 

poem   
• using textual evidence to substant iate the points m ade  
• the writer ’s presentat ion and use of techniques, including 

use of language.   
  
Can d id at es ar e f r ee t o  in t er p r et  t ex t u a l  d et a i l s in  a  

v ar ie t y  o f  w ay s. Th e f o l low in g  sect ion  r ep r esen t s a  

l i k e ly  in t er p r et a t ion  o f  t h e t ex t  b u t  ex am in er s m u st  

ev a lu at e o t h er  r esp on ses on  t h ei r  m er i t s. I t  i s 

im p or t an t  t o  b e a ler t  t o  u n u su al  r esp on ses w h ich  ar e 

w el l  ex p la in ed  an d  su b st an t ia t ed  b y  ef f ect i v e u se o f  

t ex t u a l  ev id en ce.   
  
Th e b u l le t  p o in t s ar e n o t  p r escr ip t i v e, b u t  ar e in t en d ed  t o  

in d icat e asp ect s o f  t h e t ex t  t h a t  can d id at es m ay  w ish  t o  

con sid er .   
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W h er e t h e p oem  is set   

 The bazaar is the cent ral 

set t ing of the poem   

“ I n the evening bazaar”   

 The bazaar seem s to be open air  “As a lit t le air  catches”   

 There are specific details about  

the goods and services for sale  

“hennaing” , “Dum m ies in shop- fronts” ,  

presum ably m odelling clothes, “ curtain 

cloth” , “ sofa cloth”   

 Although the bazaar is in I ndia, 

there are western influences  

“with their  Western perm s” , “Banners for 

Miss I ndia 1993”   

 A sim ile reinforces the sense of 

I ndian place  

“ like people who cling/ to the sides of a 

t rain”   



 

  

• Although t radit ional, the bazaar 

also appears m odern  

“ the bazaar/ studded with neon”   

  
  
  

Th e sig h t s, sou n d s an d  sen se o f  t ou ch  in  t h e p oem   

 The bazaar is lit  up by colourful 

elect r ic lights  

“ studded with neon”   

 The im age of the unknown gir l 

is repeated, fix ing it  in the 

reader’s m ind  

“an unknown gir l is hennaing m y 

hand”   

 Colours are used throughout  

the poem   

“neon” , “brown line” , “ sat inpeach” , 

“Colours leave the st reet ” , “new 

brown veins” , “dry brown lines” , 

“am ber”   

  There is a sense of touch  “She is icing m y hand/ which she  

steadies with hers” , “As a lit t le air  

catches/ m y shadow-st itched kam eez” , 

“ very deft ly” ;  the cent ral im ages are all 

to do with the touching of hands  

 There is a sense of texture  “She squeezes a wet  brown line” , “ I ’ll 

scrape off/ the dry brown lines” , “ soft  as 

a snail t rail”   

 There is an im pression of the 

noise as well as of the silence 

of the bazaar at  different  

t im es  

“Now the fur ious st reets/ are hushed”   

  
Th e p eop le in  t h e p oem    

 The cent ral im age is of the 

young gir l  

She is described throughout  as a  

“gir l”   

  The gir l is bound to her 

environm ent  and to the job she 

does. We only see her doing this 

job in this place and the im age is 

repeated  

“ I n the evening bazaar… an unknown 

gir l/ is hennaing m y hand”   

 The gir l is skilled at  her job, but  

does not  earn m uch m oney  

“ very deft ly” , “ for a few rupees”   



 

  

 At  the end of the poem  the 

gir l is linked with I ndian 

ident ity  

A great  deal of em phasis is placed on 

this encounter through repet it ion and 

foregrounding. The gir l perhaps 

represents the essence of I ndia in the 

final lines  

 The narrator is present  in the 
poem . She is int r igued by the 
gir l and seem s to be 
searching for a sense of 
I ndian ident ity  

“ I ’ll lean across a count ry/ with m y 

hands outst retched/ longing for the 

unknown gir l/ in the neon bazaar”   

 The people of I ndia appear 

in one of the sim iles  

“ like people who cling/ to the sides of a 

t rain”   

  

  

  

Th e u se o f  lan g u ag e   
 Use of light  and colour  “ sat in-peach” , “brown” , “am ber” , 

“neon” , “Colours leave the 

st reet / float  up in balloons”   

 Use of vocabulary helping to 

place the poem  in its I ndian 

context   

“bazaar” ,  “ hennaing” , “ rupees” ,  

“ kam eez”   

 Use of repet it ion  “ I n the evening bazaar…an unknown 

gir l is hennaing m y hand”   

 Use of sim iles  “ like people who cling/ to the side of 

a t rain” , “ soft  as a snail t rail”   

 Use of m etaphors  “ icing m y hand” , “a peacock 

spreads its lines” , “ the am ber bird”   

 Use of personificat ion  “Dum m ies in shop- fronts/ t ilt  and stare” , 

“ the fur ious st reets”   

 Use of interest ing adject ives 

and verbs  

“ squeezes a wet  brown line” , “ icing” ,  

“ spreads its lines/ across m y palm ” , 

“ canopy m e” , “ clinging/ to these firm  

peacock lines” , “ shadow-st itched”   

 Use of onom atopoeia  “ squeezes” , “hushed” , “ scrape”   

 Use of free verse  Throughout  whole poem   

 Use of st ructure  Cent ral im age in a single set t ing, 

repeated.    



 

Th e ‘b est - f i t ’  ap p r oach   

An answer m ay not  always sat isfy every one of the assessm ent  cr iter ia for a 

part icular m ark range in order to receive a m ark within that  m ark range, since on 

individual cr iter ia the answer m ay m eet  the descriptor for a higher or lower m ark 

range. The ‘best - fit ’ approach should be used to determ ine the m ark range which 

corresponds m ost  closely to the overall quality of the response.  

  

   

Lev el   Mar k   AO2  ( i ) / ( i i ) / ( i i i )   

  0  No rewardable m ater ial.   

Lev el  1   1-3   • Engagem ent  with the text  is lim ited, exam ples used are 

of lim ited relevance  
• lit t le understanding of language, st ructure and form  

and how these are used to create literary effects  
• lim ited connect ions are m ade between part icular 

techniques used by the writer in presentat ion of ideas, 

them es and set t ings.   
Lev el  2   4-6   • Som e engagem ent  with the text  is evident , exam ples 

used are of part ial relevance  
• som e understanding of language, st ructure and form  

and how these are used to create literary effects  
• som e connect ions are m ade between part icular 

techniques used by the writer in presentat ion of ideas, 

them es and set t ings.   
Lev el  3   7-9   • Sound engagem ent  with the text  is evident , exam ples 

used are of clear relevance  
• clear understanding of language, st ructure and form  

and how these are used to create literary effects  
• sound connect ions are m ade between part icular 

techniques used by the writer in presentat ion of ideas, 

them es and set t ings.   
Lev el  4   10-12   • Sustained engagem ent  with the text  is evident , 

exam ples used are thoroughly relevant   
• thorough understanding of language, st ructure and 

form  and how these are used to create literary effects  
• sustained connect ions are m ade between part icular 

techniques used by the writer in presentat ion of ideas, 

them es and set t ings.   
Lev el  5   13-15   • Assured engagem ent  with the text  is evident , exam ples 

used are discr im inat ing  
• percept ive understanding of language, st ructure and 

form  and how these are used to create literary effects  
• percept ive connect ions are m ade between part icular 

techniques used by the writer in presentat ion of ideas, 

them es and set t ings.   
 



 

Qu est ion  2  

  

W r i t in g   

AO3 :   

All students will be required to dem onst rate an abilit y to:   

( i)  com m unicate clearly and appropriately, using and adapt ing form s for 

different  readers and purposes  

( ii)  organise ideas into sentences, paragraphs and whole texts using a variety of   

linguist ic and st ructural features  

( iii)  use a range of sentence st ructures effect ively, with accurate punctuat ion and   

spelling.  

  

  

Qu est ion  

n u m b er   
I n d icat iv e con t en t   Mar k  

2 ( a)   Each answer will need to be judged on its m erits, and the skill 

and effect iveness with which the candidate answers the 

quest ion. Exam iners m ust  be alert  to unusual, perhaps or iginal 

approaches ( for instance in style, content ,  st ructure, ideas and 

so on)  which address the quest ion in an engaging, yet  relevant  

way, and reward these posit ively.   
  

  
• The chosen style or register should reflect  the specified 

context  of a m agazine art icle, though the candidate’s 

interpretat ions of what  is appropriate m ay vary.   
• The st ructure and expression of the m agazine art icle 

should show an awareness of the intended readership. A text  

which sim ply reads like an essay would be less effect ive.   
• Sentences are likely to be varied with com plex sentences, 

verbal linking and a sequenced paragraph st ructure.   
• Candidates should use exam ples and evidence to support  

their  ideas.   
• Exam iners should rem em ber that  it  is the quality of 

expression which is being judged, not  the content .   

  

  
W eak er  an sw er s are likely to be brief and undeveloped and 

show lit t le awareness of the m agazine art icle context .   
Mor e su ccessf u l  answers will be st rong in term s of register, 

content  and style.   
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Qu est ion  

n u m b er   
I n d icat iv e con t en t   Mar k   

2 ( b )   Each answer will need to be judged on its m erits, and the 

skill and effect iveness with which the candidate answers the 

quest ion. Exam iners m ust  be alert  to unusual, perhaps 

original approaches ( for instance in style, content , st ructure, 

ideas and so on)  which address the quest ion in an engaging, 

yet  relevant  way, and reward these posit ively.   
  
  
 The chosen style and form  should reflect  the specified 

audience of a talk to teenagers. The audience and task 

m ay im ply a degree of inform ality but  a m ore form al 

style is equally acceptable.   
 A response which reads m ore like an essay than a talk 

would not  be as successful.  

 The tone should show awareness of the audience, but  it  

is im portant  not  to be over-prescript ive in this respect .   
 I t  is difficult  to give indicat ions of typical content  as 

m uch of this is likely to be student -specific.   
 Exam iners should rem em ber that  it  is the quality of 

expression which is being judged, not  the content .   
  

 W eak er  an sw er s are likely to be st raight forward and give 

br ief points in an uncertain st ructure with a lim ited grasp of 

context .   
St r on g er  an sw er s will m ake a good range of apt ly chosen 

points and show an effect ive com m and of an appropriate 

register for the suggested audience and task.   
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Qu est ion  

n u m b er   
I n d icat iv e con t en t   Mar k  

2 ( c)   Each answer will need to be judged on its m erits, and the skill 

and effect iveness with which the candidate answers the 

quest ion. Exam iners m ust  be alert  to unusual, perhaps or iginal 

approaches ( for instance in style, content ,  st ructure, ideas and 

so on)  which address the quest ion in an engaging, yet  relevant  

way, and reward these posit ively.   
   

 The story should illust rate the t it le, or relate to it ,  in a 

clear way.   
 I n the case of responses which are only loosely 

appropriate to the task, the first  paragraph in each band 

of the m arking gr id relat ing to ‘effect iveness of 

com m unicat ion’ can be helpful.   
 Exam iners should consider carefully before awarding 

higher band m arks to candidates who are clearly 

reproducing ‘learnt ’ stor ies, or write stor ies of superficial 

or fleet ing relevance with an apparent ly appropriate 

conclusion grafted on.   
 The reader’s interest  should be engaged by the story, or 

by part icular aspects of it ,  for instance character isat ion, 

suspense, dram at ic situat ions and so on.   
 Any genre of story is acceptable.   
 I t  is also im possible to be prescript ive about  style. The 

consistency with which a candidate m aintains his or her 

adopted style m ay well be im portant  in defining the overall 

success of the response.   
 An effect ive beginning and ending are also cr it ical factors.   

  

  
W eak er  an sw er s m ay be superficially relevant , br ief, with lit t le 

developm ent  of plot , character or situat ion, and writ ten in a way 

which does not  engage the reader.   
Mor e su ccessf u l  an sw er s will have a st rong sense of purpose 
and audience, and will develop character and plot  in a way which 

fully reflects the t it le. Responses will be expressed in a style 

which is engaging and entertaining.   
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Lev el   Mar k   AO3  ( i ) / ( i i ) / ( i i i )   

  0  No rewardable m ater ial.   
Lev el  1   1 -  3   • Com m unicat ion is at  a basic level, and lim ited in clar ity   

• lit t le awareness is shown of the purpose of the writ ing 

and the intended reader   
• organisat ion is sim ple with lim ited success in opening and 

developm ent   
• sentences show basic at tem pt  to st ructure and cont rol 

expression and m eaning. A lim ited range of sentence 
st ructures is used. Basic cont rol of a range of punctuat ion 

devices, with lit t le success in conveying intended 

em phasis and effects. Spelling is basic in accuracy, with 

m any slips which will hinder m eaning.   
Lev el  2   4 -  6   • Com m unicates in a broadly appropriate way   

• shows som e grasp of the purpose and of the 

expectat ions/ requirem ents of the intended reader   
• som e grasp of text  st ructure, with opening and 

developm ent  and som e appropriate use of paragraphing 

and/ or other sequencing devices  
• sentences show som e at tem pt  to st ructure and cont rol 

expression and m eaning. Variety of sentence st ructures 

used. Som e cont rol of a range of punctuat ion devices,  
enabling intended em phasis and effects to be conveyed 
for som e of the response. Spelling is som et im es 

accurate, with som e slips which m ay hinder m eaning.   
Lev el  3   7 -  9   • Com m unicates clearly   

• generally clear sense of purpose and understanding the 

expectat ions/ requirem ents of the intended reader is 

shown   
• organisat ion is sound with clear text  st ructure;  

cont rolled paragraphing to reflect  opening, developm ent  
and closure together with som e successful use of 

cohesive devices  
• sentences are generally clearly st ructured, with 

generally sound cont rol of expression and m eaning. A 

reasonable select ion of sentence st ructures is used  
• generally sound cont rol of a range of punctuat ion  

devices, enabling intended em phasis and effects to be 

conveyed for m ost  of the response. Spelling is m ost ly 

accurate, with som e slips which do not  hinder m eaning.   

  



 

  

Lev el  4   10 -12   •  Com m unicates effect ively   
  •  a sound realisat ion of the writ ing task according to the 

writer 's purpose and the expectat ions/ requirem ents of 

the intended reader is shown   
  •  organisat ion is secure, text  st ructure is well- judged;  

effect ive paragraphing as appropriate and/ or a range of 

cohesive devices between and within paragraphs  
  •  sentences are purposefully st ructured, with sustained 

cont rol of expression and m eaning. A wide and varied  
select ion of sentence st ructures is used  

  •  thorough cont rol of the full range of punctuat ion, 

enabling intended em phasis and effects to be conveyed. 

Spelling is alm ost  always accurate, with occasional slips.  
Lev el  5   13 -  15   •  Com m unicat ion is percept ive and subt le with 

discr im inat ing use of a full vocabulary   
  •  task is sharply focused on purpose and the 

expectat ions/ requirem ents of the intended reader   
  •  sophist icated cont rol of text  st ructure, skilfully sustained 

paragraphing as appropriate and/ or assured applicat ion 

of a range of cohesive devices  
  •  sentences are convincingly st ructured, with  

sophist icated cont rol of expression and m eaning. A 

convincing select ion of sentence st ructures is used. 

Cont rol of the full range of punctuat ion is precise, 

enabling intended em phasis and effects to be conveyed.   
Spelling is consistent ly accurate.   
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